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TOPIC SUMMARIES

1. The Church As Missionary  Most mission endeavors today started as cooperation 
and are now closer to outsourcing.

2. Where Might God Use Us?  We believe that the church should be at the center of 
mission. We also believe that God can use your churchʼs personality, gifting, 
experience, and interests to build His kingdom around the world. Besides throwing a 
dart at a map, how do you know where to get involved? Sources- Blackaby

3. Think Like A Missionary  How to think strategically about missions engagement. 
(where should we live/stay? How should we dress? How do we meet people? Do we 
make small groups? Look for Christians?)

4. Person of Peace  Based on Luke 10, How to recognize how God tends to work 
through existing social social structures. 

5. Tribes/Oikos  People live in tribes. We relate to society by attaching ourselves 
relationally to certain people. We look at the Biblical model of Tribal (oikos) evangelism.

6. Communicating the Gospel   What is the gospel? How might it be communicated 
effectively without losing its meaning, context, and power? (based on Jesusʼ different 
approaches to sharing the gospel, and answering the question: “What must I do to be 
saved?”)

7. Indigenaity  The importance of host-culture representation in ministry (based on the 
vision of the diverse multitude in Revelation 7) Also, a look at different expressions of 
church (considering “models” of church.) Recognizing our American culture in how we 
do church, and thinking through the preservation of the essentials.

8. Discipleship Across Cultures (Universal Discipleship Pattern)  Practical ideas for 
communicating with people from different cultures. (Not culture-specific).

9. Meeting People Online  We walk the group through the process of posting and 
answering ads on social networking sites and classifieds. 

10. Partnering  Tips on how to find partners in ministry both here and in-country. Ideas 
for how to have effective partnerships and how to avoid unhealthy/unhelpful ones.

11. Supporting Expatriate Professionals  Identifying the needs of believers who live 
overseas and work real jobs but see themselves as ministers/missionaries. We try to 
cover everything from helping them keep in touch with family to helping them think 
through their strategies. 
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12. Planning an Overseas Mission/Vision Trip  From recruiting a team, building 
support, making the arrangements, and evaluating the experience. Money, insurance, 
communication, contingency plans, etc. are also covered.

13. Mapping  Getting the lay of the land (physically, socially, spiritually). We teach the 
group how to navigate a foreign city, how to find cues as to who lives where, and how to 
see the city through spiritual eyes in order to pray specifically and be prepared for 
spiritual (and physical!) danger.
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The Church As Missionary
The term, “the Church as missionary” is a missiological one. It refers to an 
understanding of the church and of missions that is radically different from the way both 
have been defined in modern times.

1) The church on mission is missional. There are believers who see their lives as 
ministry. They act as though every aspect of their lives is an opportunity to worship God 
and minister to people. They live out the gospel incarnationally - understanding that it is 
more than just information, it is a Person. Evangelism , then, is introducing others to that 
Person by demonstrating and describing what life in relationship with Him is like.

2) All church members are missionaries. Sure, we've grown up hearing this, but this 
time we mean it. If being a missionary means living among unbelieving people (and it 
does), then normal people with real jobs are the best missionaries there are. 
Recognizing this empowers believers- their life's experiences, successes and failures, 
interests, skills, gifts, and hobbies are ways for them to connect with other people.

3) Missions cannot be divorced from the local church. What we call cooperation in 
missions today is actually the outsourcing of the church's role of missionary to the 
professionals who call themselves missionaries. This is detrimental to both the church 
and the "missionaries" on the field:

-Churches get lazy, thinking that they can choose between the three options (pray, give, 
go) and failing to recognize their potential and responsibility in the matter.
-The Churchʼs missiology is reduced to the marketing campaigns of the mission sending  
organizations (10/40 window, X-treme missions, “Blood is on your hands.”).
-Missionaries operate outside the structure that God designed and commissioned 
especially for the task- the church. Things like doctrine, strategy, accountability, 
leadership, and training are functions of the church. It is irresponsible, disobedient, and 
spiritually dangerous to proceed in the missions endeavor outside the structure of the 
church.
 Compete for attention, resources, support
 Think more highly of themselves
 Divorce the commission from the local church
 No real accountability to church leadership

When the church is the missionary, things will look quite different than they do today. 
They beauty of this God-designed concept is that participation in it makes us better 
missionaries both abroad and at home. If you want your church to "get it," don't take 
them on mission trips; train them to think like the missionaries they're called (and 
designed!) to be. 
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The Church at Antioch: Acts 13:1-4
The local faith community is central to missions (or at least it should be). Consider the 
role of the local church in Antioch in sending out Paul and Barnabas:

• the church (people, not the building) was devoted to service and fasting. This is the 
context for discipleship and training.

• They took Paul in, gave him a venue for service
• the Spirit reveals to the local group (or at least its elders) those who are to be sent 

out on mission.
• the church sends them (ceremonially) as a team, I think this would include a 

covenant of support, prayer, and mutual accountability.
• the ongoing connectedness is demonstrated by Paul and Barnabas' return to the 

church at Antioch to report what God had done.
• The church at Antioch was involved in settling a missiological/strategy question 

about circumcision

"Missionaries" should seek to join/establish a local faith community. But that can take a 
very long time in some contexts. Even then, the sending church should continue to have 
an active part in strategic decisions, doctrinal fidelity, personal accountability, and 
ongoing support.

Care, then, would include active interest and involvement in the lives and work of those 
who have been sent out. It would include looking out for their spiritual, emotional, and 
physical needs. It might include telling the missionaries when it's time to come home.

On a side note: "sending out missionaries" is not necessarily the only (or best) way for 
the church to participate in the great commission. We're seeing local faith communities 
going on short- and long-term trips, hosting refugees and exchange students, engaging 
in ongoing community development, business ventures, social action, education... 
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Where Might God Use Us?
Traditionally, missions strategy has gone something like this:

• Where are the greatest concentrations of “unreached people groups?” 
• The next largest town with no evangelical witness.
• Areas of concentrated lostness. 
• Areas with highest level of need. 
• Influential people and/or places.

The problem with this strategy is that these criteria are all things that we cannot know. 
They are, however things that God knows. If we allow Him to guide our missions efforts, 
weʼll find that He is actively orchestrating His work around the world.

Acts 16:6-10 (ESV): 
And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word 
in Asia. And when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow 
them. So, passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas. And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of 
Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." And when Paul had 
seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the 
gospel to them.

Paul clearly had intentions to enter Asia. There were few reports of believers there, and 
Paul wasnʼt one to “buiLd on someone elseʼs foundation.” (Romans 15:20)

Paul was “compelled” and “led” (and, at other times, “forbidden” or “prevented”) by the 
Spirit. He didnʼt always know why he was directed to go some places and avoid others, 
but thereʼs no indication that he questioned it, either. 

In Luke 10, Jesus sends his disciples out on mission. He tells them that they would 
know where to go by speaking “peace” to the people. This would be the Spirit of God 
(Spirit of Peace) who had prepared in advance the hearts of the people. 

Back in Acts 16, we read that God spoke to Paul in a vision. He saw a vision of a man 
from Macedonia, beckoning him to come his people. Paul obediently went, knowing that 
this was the guidance of the Spirit.

So instead of unknowable statistics, we might develop our missions strategy by:

• Getting right with God (confessing sin, communion/unity, prayer, worship)
• Spiritual inventory of your church- what are your strengths, weaknesses, gifts, 

interests, experience, abilities, resources, etc.?
• Demography of your relationships- who do you know? Another churchʼs 

involvement. Your family, friends, or neighbors. A people group or population 
segment that God lays on your heart (something you saw on the news or read 
about in National Geographic). Maybe itʼs a people group you know nothing about 
other than its name. Anything!

• Prayer, research, interaction
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• Prayer: for guidance, Godʼs perspective, and supernatural understanding.
• Research: Google, books. Looking for any and all information, connections, 

ideas, warnings, needs, etc. Maybe another church is looking for some help. 
Maybe a people group is asking for supplies. Maybe believers are looking 
for support. Missionaries searching for partners.

• Interaction: make contact with the people (via a letter, email, conference, 
phone call, etc.) Ask questions, build a relationship. Individual relationships 
are the door to the community.

Parallel vs. Perpendicular Paths

Parallel Paths: our general orientation should be relational. The best way to 
communicate the power of our relationship with God is in the context of a personal 
relationship that demonstrates life in Him.

• We assume ongoing commitment; lasting, but not necessarily intimate (see Joseph 
Meyers, The Search to Belong)

• We put ourselves in their shoes, trying to interact in culturally appropriate ways.
• We preach the gospel and share life, allowing the other person to see Jesus in us. 

We do our best to demonstrate what it might look like if they were to follow Christ.


Perpendicular Paths: every once in a while, God will cross our paths with someone 
that we will only see for a short time. These are the “divine appointments” that Paul 
warns us to be ready for at all times (2 Timothy 4:2). 

A great example of this is found in Acts 8:26-40. Philip is told by a messenger of God to 
go to the city gate, where he sees an Ethiopian official riding in a chariot, reading the 
book of Isaiah from the Old Testament. The Holy Spirit tells Philip to run alongside the 
chariot, so he does. Philip explains the scriptures to the official, and then baptizes him.  
The Spirit then whisks him away, never to see the Ethiopian again. 

We need to be sensitive to these divine appointments, but we should not assume this 
as the primary mode of evangelism. 
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Think Like A Missionary 
How to think strategically about missions engagement. (where should we live/stay? How 
should we dress? How do we meet people? Do we make small groups? Look for 
Christians?)

So youʼve settled on a people group/population segment and place of engagement. 
Youʼve studied some basics of language and culture. You know the history and culture. 
Youʼve studied about “persons of peace,” tribes/oikos, and indigenaity.
Now what? How do you begin?

The first few steps of missional engagement can have a profound influence on you 
ministerial presence in a place. 

•Keep the long-term, big picture in mind. 
-Remember that you want a continued friendship with these people. Offending 
many of them at once with a heavy-handed introduction may not be the best 
start. Also, remember that you are but one link in Godʼs chain of redemptive 
interaction with these people. Donʼt think too highly of yourself, but donʼt screw it 
up for others, either.

-Say hello with goodbye in mind. 
The pros call this an “exit strategy.” Basically, keep in mind that you wonʼt be 
around forever. You donʼt want the whole thing to depend on you. 

-You might be expendable. Many long-term ministries depend on people to do 
riskier things (like smuggling Bibles, carrying money, sharing openly, or passing 
out material.) 

-Avoid dependence from the beginning. Try inviting yourself over to their house 
before you invite them to yours (they might be more open to it after dinner at your 
place.) Ask nationals to show you around, to introduce you to their friends. Keep 
money out of it.

-Donʼt make promises you canʼt/wonʼt want to/shouldnʼt keep. Even if it would be 
easy for you to help someone learn English, get a U.S. visa, or apply for 
university, donʼt make promises. Broken promises will kill your ministry and 
perpetuate the “sugar daddy” expectation. You can “buy” friends, but you 
shouldnʼt. 

•Look for ways to connect on their terms, not yours. Instead of starting a discussion 
group, find one on craigslist and join that. Take classes, donʼt try to give them. This is 
especially important when it comes to cultural things like concerts, festivals, holidays, 
and celebrations. 
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•How many friendships can you have at a time? Two? Ten? Fifty? Jesus picked twelve 
disciples for a lot of reasons, but one of the was the manageability of a group that size. 

-Donʼt spread yourself too thin. You canʼt be friends with the whole world.

-Prepare for the natural, hot/cold rhythm of relationships.

-Keep in mind that befriending people from one group may exclude you from 
another. 

-Donʼt make your friendship contingent on “spiritual interest” or progress.

-There is no better ministry-time management tool than the Holy Spirit. Donʼt play 
the front burner/back burner game. You never know but that the Spirit is about to 
move mightily. 

-If you talk about Jesus all the time, and people still want to hang out with you, 
thatʼs a good indication that God is at work. 

-Keep in mind that thereʼs nothing “natural” about crossing cultures. If you wait 
until youʼre comfortable or until itʼs easy, or until it feels natural, youʼll wait forever.  
You may be the one pursuing your friends, initiating contact. Donʼt get your 
feelings hurt if they donʼt call you. If you call and they agree to talk, thatʼs good.

-Let your interests/personality be your connection point with people. Itʼs pretty 
safe to assume that you will have more to talk about when you have more in 
common. This would be especially true in areas where youʼre likely to have 
opposite perspectives: politics, sports, art/movies/music, etc. 

-Donʼt be stupid. Girls go with girls. Men, with men. Pairs are great. Group can be 
intimidating. If youʼre invited and youʼre not sure, take a partner. Be sure 
someone else knows where youʼre going and who youʼll be with; they can pray 
for you, hold you accountable, and find you if youʼre lost.

-Rest. If youʼre on a week-long trip, you can rest when you get home. But culture 
shock (and itʼs little brother, culture stress) wear on you physically. The power 
your brain needs to process sights, smells, sounds, and food that arenʼt familiar 
to you will drain you. If you donʼt rest, you wonʼt be able to keep up in 
conversations and prayer behind-the-scenes. 

-Donʼt miss the person for the sin. You were brought up to avoid people who do 
things that arenʼt God-honoring. Now, youʼre pursuing relationships with them. 
When a new friend tells you about his “alternative” lifestyle, try not to flinch. 
People donʼt need to stop sinning- they need Jesus. 

-Remember: influence flows both ways. If you are truly building friendships with 
people, you might find yourself seeing things their way (even when it comes to 
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things you thought you were really secure in- attitudes, drugs, sex, right/wrong, 
etc.) Be careful. 

•Look for ways to be the church and to plant the church. It is irresponsible to make 
disciples without also establishing the God-designed support structure- the church. You 
may need to be the church for new believers temporarily, but this is not the ideal. 

•People are already in groups! Try to avoid the temptation to “group” people 
synthetically. Existing social structures are ideal building blocks for an indigenous 
church. 

•Network: you need to know local believers, other believers at work in the area, and 
churches back home to support you. Start with a google search. Go to a national 
church. Email local church leadership. Look in the phonebook. Ask around. Post an ad 
looking for believers. 

Some ideas for making friends:
•Meet people online beforehand-

• post ads, message boards, craigslist, etc. looking for friends
•language exchange partners
•announce events/excursions inviting others
•answer ads for activity partners, clubs, groups, parties

•Hang out, try to be a regular, seek third places (cafes, barber shops, etc.)
•Take the initiative- invite yourself, ask for permission, ask for help
•Ask a friend to introduce you
•Work on a project: art, charity, research, film, social experiment
•Show your art, play your music, take your photos
•Volunteer: campaigns, hospitals/clinics, grunt work
•Be a student- sign up for classes
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Person of Peace
Adapted from Dr. Thom A. Wolf

The “person of peace” is a  concept that comes out of the episode of the sending of the 
seventy, Luke 10.1-37. 

Seven missional leaders (compare Luke 10:1-20 with Luke 9:1-2; Matthew 10:1-11; and 
Mark 6:7- 13)
 
•  Responsiveness:  the  fact  of  global,  transhistorical,  transcultural  harvest 
readiness (10:2).  While responsiveness should not dictate our strategy, we must never 
say “God is not at work here” when He has called/led us to a people and place.

•  Involvement: lay participation.  None whom Jesus appointed were  religious 
professionals (10:1). They were laymen—none had received professional theological 
training, none belonged to the priestly class, as was later pointedly noted by opponents 
(Acts 4:13-14). 

• Teaming: Jesus sent out 35 pairs (10:1). The 70 were sent in teams. In Acts we find 
Barnabas and Saul (13:2), Judas and Silas (15:27), Barnabas and Mark (15:39), Paul 
and Silas (15:40), Timothy and Erastes (9:22), with indications of lower level ministry 
levels until reconnection with team partners (see Acts 17:14-18,18:1-5). 

• Vulnerability: enduring persecuting suffering, taking little, they refused pay but 
accepted hospitality (10:3-16). They embraced their need and dependence upon their 
hosts. 

• Authorization: they were authorized to (1) subject the spirits, (2) heal the sick, and (3)
preach the gospel (10:9, 17-20). That authority is key to their boldness, confidence, and 
power.

• Rejection:  personal affront was a non-issue because the task was ambassadorial 
(10:16), they saw themselves as merely messengers. Nevertheless, after a decisive 
rejection, teams were instructed to move on (e.g., Acts 13:51; 17:1-14; 18:4-11). Modern 
equivalents might be deportation, arrest, etc. 

• Intercession: prayer for laborers to the Lord of the harvest for His harvest established 
the apostolic pattern of intercede/proceed-- to intercede for the harvest, then proceed 
into the harvest. Crying out and going out was the community's life rhythm (10:2). 
 
“Person of Peace,” (the “son of peace” uios eirhnh) Person of peace is a Hebraism 
meaning "one inclined to peace" (Plummer 1909:273). 
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A person of peace is some one or some group sovereignly prepared by God to receive 
the gospel and thereby pave the way for its introduction into a community/subculture/
group/population segment. 

Note that our Lord instructs us to broadcast widely, but the object of our proclamation 
and widespread contacts is to find the person of peace. Weʼre not looking for him/her 
per se; rather, we recognize that God uses our witness to bring us into contact with 
persons of peace. Practically, this person may argue with us, question, reason and 
discuss, but, like Lydia, God has prepared the person of peace to respond. 

Lydia, youʼll remember, "was listening, and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the 
things spoken by Paul."(Acts 16:14-15)

Before you ever make contact, before you ever meet her, before "Peace" is spoken to 
her, the person of peace has been prepared by God. That person has grappled with 
self, sin, society, and existence, to the extent that he is prepared to receive the 
message, come to faith, and promote the gospel among his spheres of influence. 

So that, by God's choosing and by our conversations, that person will receive God's 
message which performs its work in those who believe. (Acts 17:26-28; Romans 
2:14-16; 1 Thessalonians 2:13) 

Early messengers were always giving thanks to God for the new converts because, as 
they told them, "God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through 
sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth."(2 Thessalonians 2:13) 

Opposition was never an obstacle, for it was clear that through many tribulations in a 
culture unshaped by the gospel, we must enter the kingdom of God. For this reason, 
Paul reasoned, "I endure all things for the sake of those" (persons of peace), "that they 
may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and with it eternal glory."(Acts 
14:22; 2 Tim 2:10) But regardless of even the treatment of the gospel ambassador, "the 
word of God is not imprisoned."(2 Tim 2:9) 

For God has already been there before you get there. And in the most unpromising of 
circumstances, wherever there is a person of peace, Christ will enter in. 

Jesus' Instructions: 

“Whatever house you enter, first say, 'Peace to this house.' And if a man of 
peace is there, you peace will rest upon him. But if not, it will return to you. 
And stay in that house, eating and drinking what they give you, for the laborer 
is worthy of his wages. Do not keep moving from house to house.”
 
Three marks especially characterize the person of peace:
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1. Receptivity. The person of peace responds to the gospel. Acts shows that the 
response may be through a process of searching the Scriptures, questioning, debating, 
arguing, dialoging, and persuading (Acts 8:28; 17:11; 16:31-34; 18:7-8; 17:2-4). Or it 
may be through an exorcism (16:6-18), a miracle or healing (9:36-43; 14:3-7), but 
response comes. 
 
2. Reputation. The person of peace is a person of reputation. The person of peace, it 
appears, is not just any convert. Instead, the person of peace is a person with a 
reputation, a person well known by his oikos, his/her circle of influence composed of 
family, neighbors, coworkers, and friends (Wolf 1979, Castillo 1993). 
 
Note carefully: The person of peace is not required to have a good reputation. 
While a ʻworthy' reputation was required among those of Israel (Mt 10.11-13)
Now the person might well be a person of high reputation, as was Cornelius, Lydia, the 
Ethiopian eunuch, and others(Acts 10:1-48; 16:14-15; 8:26-27; 17:11; 18:1-3; 17:12) 
But consider the demon-possessed slave girl with the spirit of divination (Acts 16:16), or 
the Gerasenes man among the tombs with an unclean spirit. No one was able to bind 
him anymore. But everyone knew of him. He was a person of reputation, and he 
manifested himself to be a person of peace. 
 
3. Referral. The  person of peace refers the gospel with influence. Though the demon 
possessed man among the tombs volunteered to accompany Jesus, he was refused. 
His assignment: "Go home to you people and report to them what great things the Lord 
has done for you, and how He had mercy on you." He did, and went away and began to 
"proclaim in Decapolis what great things Jesus had done for him, and, everyone 
marveled.”
 
Matthew traces the path of this person of peace. In 5:17, though the people who knew 
him saw the man clothed and in his right mind, they "entreated" Jesus to leave their 
region because of the demons indwelling and impelling the swine. But by 7:31 when 
Jesus returned to the region of Decapolis, "they brought to him one who was deaf and 
spoke with difficulty, and the entreated Him to lay His hand upon him."
 
Why such a turn around? Because, as Matthew ties the two accounts together, of the 
demon possessed man, transformed by Jesus, commending the good news in a mode 
their culture understood. He was a person of peace, a person of receptivity to the 
gospel, a person of reputation that accenting the life changes brought by Jesus' touch, 
and he referred the gospel with influence. 
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Tribes (oikos)
People live in tribes. We relate to society by attaching ourselves relationally to certain 
people. In developing nations, tribes are clan/family based. In developed nations, tribes 
are voluntary and tend to be based on affinity. 

Some examples of tribes:
•Massai of Kenya and Tanzania (closed, family-based)
•Navajo of North America (closed, family-based)
•High School cliques (closed, identity-based)
•“Getting Things Done” Devotees (open, orientation-based)
•Apple Macintosh Computer users (open, identity-based)
•Rush Limbaugh Listeners (open, personality-based)
•The Catholic Church (closed, tradition/perticipation-based)

No matter the context, tribes are the social circles we move in. Groups clearly define 
who is “IN” and who is “OUT.” 

It is difficult to get involved in peopleʼs lives, because almost everyone already has 
some social network- group(s) of friends that they have known since grade school and 
that have a profound influence on their lives. When a person transplants to another 
place, the first thing they do is try to find/build a tribe. 

Tribes (oikos) in the New Testament:

Andrew and Peter: The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell 
him, "We have found the Messiah" and bring him to Jesus. (John 1:40-42)
Philip and Nathanial: Philip went and found Nathanial and told him, "We have found 
the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." (John 1:44-45)
Centurion: was directed by a vision to send for Peter, and sent for him. (Matthew 8:10) 
Zacchaeus: had repented of his greedy, racketeering ways, and had, through the 
friendship of Jesus, experienced God's forgiveness, Jesus said, "Today salvation has 
come to this household." (Luke 19:9)
Cornelius: was promised by the angel who appeared to him in a vision that when he 
sent for Peter, Peter would declare to him a message, "by which he would be saved, 
and his entire household." (Acts 11:14)
Lydia: In Philippi, the Lord opened Lydia's heart to the Gospel, "and she was baptized, 
with her household." Of particular interest here is that it shows that in Greek society it 
was possible for a woman (whether unmarried or widowed we are not told) to be head 
of an oikos. (Acts 16:15)
Philippian Jailer: Still in Philippi, Paul declared to his jailer, "Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household." Then they spoke the word of 
the Lord to him and to all that were in his oikos, with the result the "he rejoiced with all 
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his household that he had believed in God." (Acts 16:31)
Crispus the ruler of the synagogue in Corinth, "believed in the Lord, together with all his 
household." (Acts 18:8) Paul subsequently tells us in 1 Corinthians 1:14-16 that he 
baptized him, and also the household of Stephanas. 
Levi, Tax Collector: Jesus said "Follow me," and Levi got up, left everything and 
followed him. Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and invited a 
bunch of tax collectors. (Luke 5:27-32)

Our “Tribes” are essentially groups that:  In other words, they:
 Meet at a bar every Thursday evening  Meet regularly
 Close friendships, speed dial/SMS   Share a “body” mentality
 Console after breakups, helped study   Reconciliation/Encouragement 
 Help friends move, computer trouble  Service
 Tell stories, discuss news, movies  Teaching, Preaching
 Party, eat, fellowship together   Rejoice/Mourn together
 Rebuke unacceptable behavior   Group discipline
 Accept others into the group   Outreach

Modern Evangelism vs. Tribal Evangelism

Modern Evangalism:

1. Evangelism- presentation of the gospel, or, more common, 
“Dude, you should like, come to church sometime.”

We share our faith, the one who responds we invite to church.

2. Church- Pizza parties, Seeker Sensitive, make them comfortable
  Getting a lost person to come to church is considered a small victory.

We try to incorporate them into our group, encouraging bonding and intimacy.

3. Separation- Because you canʼt be a Christian and still be a ___________.”
Usually by presenting a “Christian alternative”- 
“Petra is totally the Christian Van Halen!”
We encourage them to leave behind the old life and bad influences of unbelievers.

4. Discipleship- The more church stuff you did, the more mature we consider you to be.
Accountability groups, visitation, teaching Sunday school… “Timmyʼs really 
growing in his faith- look at him up there in the handbell choir!”
We encourage their participation in our programs as maturity and discipleship.

5. Training- Since you canʼt relate to your lost friends anymore...
Practice presenting your testimony in 2 minutes or less.
Apologetics: “If they say _______, you say _________.”
We (re-)train them to relate to people and share their faith “naturally”
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6. Commission- Mission trips, make a difference, finish the task…
Usually, “Bring a Friend to Church Sunday.”
We encourage people to go out into the world.

The result is a synthetic, manufactured, “Christian tribe” that mimics the worldʼs tribes.
We end up with a Christian clique that is just as closed and exclusive as the other 
groups. When we were ridiculed, we considered it “persecution.”

Tribal Evangelism

1. Evangelism- repeated presentation of the gospel while living it out publicly. 
Every conversation is informed by our relationship with Christ.
In the context of relationship, we can communicate relationship.

2. Church- Regular meeting of the group, but with new/added motivation and purpose.
People actively participate based on their gifting.
The church takes on the unique personality of the tribe (this allows it to relate to 
like-minded tribes and diversifies the body of Christ.)

3. Separation-  Separation doesnʼt happen. Except in extreme cases (abuse, drugs, 
etc.), new believers remain connected, allowing the group to see the progressive 
transformation.

4. Discipleship- takes place in the context of the group.
The tribe is discipled to be a church.
Other tribe members watch and participate in the believerʼs discipleship.

5. Training- Since the new believer stays plugged in to the tribe, training is not 
necessary. Growth happens daily as the disciple works though the Gospelʼs 
implications for his everyday life. 

“This is what the Bible says, how does that look in my tribal context?”

6. Commission- Becomes intentional crossing of tribal barriers.
Intentional breaking of tribal rules (prejudice, antagonism, isolation, etc.)
A personʼs unique social identity equips him to relate to others.

The result is natural, relevant, and contextually appropriate. 
We end up with a “Christianized” tribe that is equipped for the task of cultural translation 
of the gospel. They can relate without having to learn a new language or social rules.

Observations: 
-We donʼt need to focus on “Group-building.” People are probably already grouped! 
Theyʼve been friends since grade school, neighbors, business partners, extended 
families, people with common interests. 
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-It may take a long time for an oikos to come to faith. In the meantime, we can serve as 
the “spiritual life support” for the individual(s) who believe; encouraging, teaching, 
praying, until the “body” (oikos) comes to life.

-We shouldnʼt be in such a rush to “plug everyone into a church.” In doing so, we build 
forced, awkward groups with little influence on one another. These new “Christian” 
relationships begin to negatively replace the natural ones.

-Not everyone has an oikos! Foreigners, outsiders, new arrivals. Even a tightly-knit 
oikos needs to be open to new people.

When Oikos Church Happens:
Relationships should not end with church planting. Discipleship means ongoing 
interaction and participation.
“The Indigenous Model”- Teach what the Bible says about church, and let them decide 
what it looks like.

When we first started doing house church, we were too formal. But then, we stumbled 
upon this verse:

1 Corinthians 14:26 “What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together, 
everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an 
interpretation. All of these must be done for the strengthening of the church.”

Together, we picked a verse/passage, topic, question or theme for us to pray about, 
study, and meditate on throughout the week. Everyone brings something: Prayer, song, 
teaching, scripture, word of encouragement, object lesson, film, poem, etc. Each 
participates according to his gifting for the edification of the church.  
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Communicating the Gospel
What is the gospel? How might it be communicated effectively without losing its 
meaning, context, and power? (based on Jesusʼ different approaches to sharing the 
gospel, and answering the question: “What must I do to be saved?”)

-The Gospel is more than just information. It is a powerful relationship.
-Cultural translation of the Gospel. 
 We learn languages in order to communicate. 
 But there is more than just a language barrier between us and western 
  Europeans.
 Live examples of what a life transformed by Christ would look like in the host 
  culture.
 William Carrey, Adoniram Judson, Lottie Moon were extreme for “dressing like 
  the heathen” and eating their food. 
-We must be experts in the culture.
 Movies, music, news, fashion, politics, religion, language.
 “Tribes” and “Scenes”
  Tribes- group of soccer moms, skaters, golf-playing yuppies, activists, 
   hackers, environmentalists
  Scenes- Music, hippy, art, tech, beach, suburbs, metro
-Requires that we be in tune with the Holy Spirit. 
 Participate as research. Guard up, look for influencers and redeemable truth.
 Spiritual Armor is to protect us from the dangers of the world.
 Temptation is all around. Being prepared makes the difference. 
 God knows the heart of the individual. He will give us words and wisdom. 
-Recognize the American cultural influence on our faith and on our understanding of 
  who God is. 
 Jesus is not a middle-class republican Braves fan.

What is a Relationship?
-As believers, we are called to community- a relationship with God the Father through 
Jesus, a familial relationship with other believers, and a ministry relationship with 
everyone around us. 
-People, not targets! "Friends," "acquaintances," "guy at the store" vs. "contacts," 
"nationals," "souls"
-The gospel should be shared in context of relationship.
 “Earn the right to be heard,” “Need to know you care” or “Belong before belief”
 “If you can (or want to) sum up life-changing truth in 4 points, Iʼm skeptical”
 “Who are you to ask me a question so personal?” Sexuality vs. Spirituality
-Often, people aren't rejecting the gospel; they're rejecting the way in which we are 
presenting it. Falsely logical, proving it, impersonal. 
 “You have to get to know me in order to help me see how the gospel is good 
  news to me.”
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-Why is it no big deal to loan a friend $10, but a beggar on the street seems annoyingly 
intrusive?
 Relationship! 
-Ask questions, stop trying to give answers. That's what Jesus did.
 Apologetics (Evidence that demands a verdict) 
 “Weʼre answering questions that nobody is asking.”
-Recognize that you are equals. Don't look down on anybody. Do not think too highly of 
 yourself. 
-Avoid the bait and switch. Don't be a friend just so that they will become a believer. 
 Don't use friendship as a means to preach. 

Be an interesting person: 
•Remember people's names. 
•Pay attention to how you look. If you dress like a foreigner, it only stresses the 
differences between you and those around you. Some might be embarrassed to be 
seen with you! Do your best to minimize your physical differences and maximize your 
spiritual ones. God's call to a new culture might include wearing jeans that don't fit like 
you like or having to wear your favorite baggy sweatshirt only in the house. Be yourself, 
but be a Spanish version of yourself. 
•Listen to the other person instead of just waiting for your turn to talk. 
•Donʼt just talk about religion. Itʼs ok to disagree. Donʼt avoid touchy or sensitive 
subjects.
•Realize that any relationship you might have is a gift of God. He has brought you the 
people in your life. Be thankful and be a good steward if that gift.
•Look people in the eye. Remember that your posture and responses show whether or 
not you're paying attention. 
•Relationships are a long-term investment. They require care and effort to grow. They 
are two-way.
•You don't have a "witness" here. People will not see Jesus in you because you don't 
smoke, drink, or use foul language. Besides, as believers, we aren't to be known by 
what we don't do, we are to be known by our love.  (John 13.34)
•Incarnation of the message means living among the people like the people. Not 
participating with them in sin, but dressing like them, eating like them, keeping their 
schedule, etc.
•Read the person. If they aren't listening or paying attention to you, stop talking. Notice 
their body language, and don't force anyone to listen to you. 
•Remember what was said. If necessary, keep a log of new friends. Record their name, 
personal information, maybe even what was going on in their life the last time you spoke 
with them. This way, you can ask about it, and show that it mattered to you. 
•Be real. This is difficult for people who don't know how. Be honest. Share your 
thoughts, struggles, doubts. People identified with the humanity of Jesus, so we should 
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show ours. Don't say everything is ok if it isn't. At the same time, don't unload all your 
troubles on some unsuspecting person. You are supposed to be ministering to them.
•Have something to talk about. Watch TV, movies, read books. Find the Truth in things. 
Not every conversation has to be about Jesus.
•Your opinions and thoughts and actions will all be deeply affected by Christ.  
•Don't label or categorize people. As soon as you assume you have someone figured 
out, the relationship is hindered. 

Missional Living: 
Intentionality
 Everything you do should leave the mark of Jesus. Do your best, so they “see 
your good works and glorify the Lord.” (Matthew 5:14) It doesnʼt say: “Make sure you tell 
them whatʼs good, point out that youʼre doing it, and make sure to tell them why.”
Discipleship from wherever they are spiritually to maturity in Christ.

“Are you the tour guide or a fellow tourist?”

Have you ever turned somebody down? “Iʼd like to study the Bible with you.” 
Make them bring their oikos. “Until you bring some friends or family, itʼs out of context.”
Being salt and light, involves incarnational living. 

Personal relationships reduce your “reach.”
In order to extend your reach, be creative! (Volunteers, friends, etc.) 

(Ralph Neighbour, "Future Church" Broadman Press, p. 166)
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Indigenaity
“Indigenous” is a botanical term. An indigenous plant is one that is native to its soil. Its 
also where the word “Indian” comes from. 

In order to illustrate the principle of indigenaity, letʼs consider an example 
of a non-indigenous expression of church:

Say we visit the North Caucasus region of southern Russia. This is 
Adyghea (ad-i-GEE-a), home to the Adigh (ADD-ig) people, an ancient 
matriarchal warrior people group whose oil-rich territory was assumed by 
Russia in the late 18th century. 

The land is beautiful, and the capital city of Maykop is full of monuments to 
war heroes, friendship, and the cityʼs founding mothers. Reflecting the 
Adigh tendency toward orality over literacy, the ornate monuments rely on 
symbols, rather than text, to convey their meaning. The city is dotted with 
mosques due to widespread adoption of Islam in the wake of Soviet 
influence. The pride and joy of the city is the central park, known as 
Friendship Park. The wide walkways are lined year-round with brightly-
colored flowers, and painted benches. The air is filled with proud Adig 
hymns played on bagpipes, flutes, and guitar-like setars. 

There is one evangelical church in Maykop. It was planted by American 
missionaries in the mid-90ʼs. Today, we decide to join the 34-member 
congregation for Sunday morning worship. 

We enter to the familiar sound of a piano playing, Amazing Grace. We sit 
in an empty pew. The plain, gray auditorium fills with the voices of a 
faithful few singing softly from hymnals that have been translated into 
Adighe. A woman stands to sing the “special music,” while four men, the 
churchʼs deacons, pass plates to take up an offering. 

The pastor steps up to the pulpit and begins his sermon. Heʼs an 
American, preaching with the aid of a translator. He closes the service with 
an invitation and some announcements. 

Questions for discussion:

1. How would you describe the Adigh worship service?

2. In what ways did the service reflect Adigh culture?

3. How might a more indigenous expression of church look for the Adigh?
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4. What might be a way to make the Adigh expression of church more indigenous?

5. Is your expression of church indigenous to your culture? 

Indigenous Expressions of Church

An indigenous Church is "a group of believers who live out their life, including their 
socialized Christian activity, in the patterns of the local society, and for whom any 
transformation of that society comes out of their felt needs under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit and the Scriptures."

The scriptures do not prescribe what worship should look like. It does, however, show 
that there should be many expressions according to the cultural context. 

First, letʼs look at the first church at Jerusalem. The people were Jewish and extremely 
religious. Their expression of church looked a lot (exactly) like the Jewish religion. In 
fact, in addition to sharing their belongings and eating their meals together, the church 
continued meeting at the Temple (Acts 2:46). 

When gentiles started coming to faith, the believers in Jerusalem insisted that they first 
were circumcised- essentially requiring them to convert to Judaism before they would 
be considered followers of Christ. 

The Spirit revealed to the church leaders that this was unnecessary, and that while 
there are characteristics of the church (love, service, avoidance of idolatry, immorality, 
and false doctrine), there is no prescribed method of worship or religious rituals. 

So we see the need for indigenous churches. As long as it is seen as a “foreign” faith, 
church, and gospel, it will not be  adopted in any influential sort of way. Leadership must 
be (at least, in part) local and tribal. If a person must learn, appreciate, and join a 
different culture in order to belong to your church, it is not indigenous. Just because it 
“worked” in your context doesnʼt mean it will in another. 

The truth is, you cannot truly “indigenize” the gospel in a culture that is not your own. 
You are an outsider, and your influence will always be marked by your cultural 
influences. 

Nevertheless, it is the job of the “missionary” to do his/her best to translate the gospel 
into the host culture. The challenge is to communicate a gospel with as little of our 
cultural bias as possible. 

We do this by: 
1) Living out the gospel that we boldly proclaim. The gospel is more than just 

information. It is the “power of God for salvation” (Romans 1:16)
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2) Sticking to the scriptures. More often then not, the bulk of our cultural influence on 
the gospel lies not in our interpretation, but in our application of the word. So the best 
way to reduce your bias on the good news is to say, “Hereʼs what the Bible says.” 
and then to ask, “How might that look in your community?”

The key is to proactively seek to minimize the difference between us and the 
people to whom we minister. 

When in doubt, keep your eyes and ears open, and your mouth shut! “When in Rome...”

Follow local customs:
•Dress (style, modesty, formality, shoes!)
•Greetings (handshakes, bows, kisses)
•Gender roles (is it okay for men to speak to women?)
•Eat/drink whatever is put before you (1 Corinthians 10:27)
•Pay attention to your demeanor and the volume of your voice
•Watch for signs of social discomfort or disapproval 
•Be gracious. Good manners may be cultural, too. 
•Do what others do (wait in line, hail a bus, use crosswalks)
•Donʼt expect to be treated equally
•Donʼt assume youʼre invited to take part

Itʼs important to note that intentional ministry in another culture will rarely be 
“comfortable” or “natural” to you. If youʼre feeling “at home,” youʼre probably missing 
something. 

In the end, relax! You WILL offend someone. You WILL make mistakes. God is bigger 
than our cultural faux pas, He is not limited by our inadequacies. If you wait until youʼve 
got it just right before you make the effort, you will never do anything at all!

Expressions of the Church (different “models” for community of faith)
•House church network (flat structure, city-level leadership)
•Cell church (all pertain to a central church and its leadership)
•Mother/daughter church planting (weaning sponsorship)
•Raising up and sending out church planters (through internships, etc.)
•Strategic multiplication (50 members commit to one year...)
•Specialized ministries (BSU, Campus Crusade, etc.)
•online (chats, virtual meetings, social networking sites, etc.)

Essentials: 
 Service, discipleship, evangelism, fellowship, worship/prayer
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Universal Disciple
 
Adapted from Dr. Thom Wolf

Almost a century ago, Roland Allen stirred the 20th century by reminding us of the 
“spontaneous expansion” of the early community of The Way. 
 
Now, in the 21st century, with all the open doors to the good news, we must reevaluate 
just how the apostles were able to go into an area, preach the good news, gather 
converts, nurture them, and move on in such a way that they could later write back and 
with such confidence "remind" them of a core of teaching that seemed to be so 
pervasive and so commonly understood by all (see I Thessalonians 3.3-4; 11 
Thessalonians 2.5). 
 
Even more perplexing is the fact that Paul and the church planting team were often only 
in a city a few weeks, a few months, or at most, a few years. How did they do it? How 
could they create such radiant persons and such responsible and reproductive leaders? 
That is the issue I want to address. 
 
Question. How did Paul establish leadership—so quickly, so solidly, so reproducibly—
that became the basis for the Christian Church? 
 
Answer. He had a pattern, a standard—a standard that could be received personally, 
that could be remembered easily, and that could be reproduced strategically.  
 
This standard is referred to in II Timothy 1.13: "Retain the standard (hupotuposis) of 
sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ 
Jesus." It is the “pattern (tupos) of teaching” to which Christians were handed over. 
(Romans 6.17)  
 
Paul even knew himself to be a living standard/model/paradigm/example of God's 
unlimited patience (I Timothy 1.15-17, vs. 16: hupotuposis). He urged others to imitate 
him and his “way of life in Christ Jesus, which agrees with what I teach everywhere in 
every church.” (I Corinthians 4.16-17)  
 
And the writer of Hebrews reminds us that all the types of our salvation were sculptured 
according to a divine plan. And that is why Moses was warned (yes, that's the word: 
warned) when he was “about to build the tabernacle: ʻSee to it that you make everything 
according to the pattern (tupos) which was shown you.ʼ” (Hebrews 8.5. See also Titus 
2.7.)  
 
Paul and the early church had a standard, a pattern, a model which he taught in every 
church in every place he went. It was a tupos that was to be received, retained, 
remembered, and reproduced. It was the universal discipleship model. 
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KEY to The Universal Disciple Pattern      
 
 
Colossians and Ephesians give the pattern in the clearest and most complete form. This 
is probably because Paul is writing forward, addressing principles, not backward, 
addressing problems. All Paulʼs epistles are basically arranged as belief and behavior, 
instruction and ethics, doctrine then duties, Christʼs fullness then our following. But you 
can clearly see this belief/behavior structure, for example, in Romans (1-11/12-16), 
Colossians (1-2/3-4), and Ephesians (1-3/4-6). It can also be discerned in 1 Peter, 
James, and Hebrews—a model used by all the apostolic leadership teams throughout of 
the first generation church. 
 
The universal disciple pattern will be illustrated from Colossians, supplemented by 
Ephesians and Romans. Colossians 1-2 is devoted to instruction about Christ. 
Colossians 3-4 develops the ethics of Christians.   
 
The picture of the Temple/Body is introduced by Jesus (John 2) and elaborated by the 
apostles (Paul: Ephesians 2; I Corinthians 3. Peter: I Peter 2).  
 
 The ROCK 
Christ: Colossians 1 & 2 tells who Jesus is: the Image of the Invisible God, in whom all 
the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form (1.15, 2.9). While this mystery was hidden 
for ages, now it is disclosed for the restoration of the nations. Thus, we labor to make 
this known among the nations, and present every person mature in the knowledge of 
Him (1.24-29).  
 
In one way or another, you introduce people to who Jesus is: the Rock to build your life 
on, Godʼs Foundation. (Matthew 7.24-28; 1 Corinthians 10.4; Ephesians 2.19-22; 1 
Peter 2.6-8.) Paul demonstrates at least three different ways to present Christ (Acts 13, 
14, 17). But all end in Jesus, the Risen One. You may choose chronological story-
telling, the gospels, or the epistles, but introduce people to Jesus and His resurrection (I 
Corinthians 15.1-4). 
 
TURN & FOLLOW  
Conversion: Colossians 1, 2, and 3.1-4 talk about the personal consequences of 
receiving the Word, of following Jesus: transferred from darkness to light, we are to see 
that no one takes a follower captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy. Instead, 
each one is to fully follow Jesus, setting their heart on things above where Christ is 
(1.13-14; 2.6-8; 3.1-4). 
 
Through whatever process and time, the person must come to personal commitment, 
surrender to Jesus as Lord and God, and follow Him (John 20.26-31; Acts 8.26-40; 
Romans 10.8-15).  
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God gives new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead. Because you are a new creation in Jesus, you have an inheritance that will never 
perish, spoil, or fade, you are to be different in all you do, because the Living God is 
different (I Peter 1.1-21). Therefore, Peter lays 5 foundation stones that purify the new 
believer who has returned to Heavenʼs shepherd and life-supervisor (1.22-2.25):  
(1) Word (1.22-2.3),   
(2)  Spiritual sacrifices (2.4-8, with Hebrews 13.15-21),  
(3)  Fellowship (2.9-12),  
(4) Witness (2.19-12), and  (5) Suffering, with Jesus as our Example (2.13-25). 
 
 
THREE PILLARS/PLEATS  
 Faith, love and hope are the three truths that build up our lives.  
 In faith we put off the old and put on the new, to personally walk worthy of Jesus.  
 In love we let the Word richly dwell in us and the Spirit fill us, responding socially to 
others. In hope we watch and pray for His return, encourage othersʼ renewal, and resist 
evil ourselves, so that we stay alert and stand firm, wrestling in intercession for others 
and warring for integrity in ourselves.  

Many remember that “these three remain: faith, hope, and love.” Not as many realize 
how pervasively these well-known three shaped the mindset of the Apostles. Check it 
out. Paul: I Corinthians 13.13; I Thessalonians 1.3; Romans 5.1-5; Colossians 1.3-6. 
Peter: I Peter 1.3-9, 21-22. 
Hebrews: Hebrews 10.19-25. The Faith, Love, and Hope Pillars/Pleats in the Temple/
Body are provided as a memory correlation to the three sections of Walk, Word/Spirit, 
and War in the pattern.    
 
WALK 
Personally, the new believer must begin to walk worthy of Christ. To do this, s/he must 
put off the old style of living—old vices, and put on the new life in Christ—new virtues.  
 
Walk worthy is the trigger term for column one, alerting you to the first instructions-set of 
the pattern. Colossians 3.5-14 urges the true follower of Jesus to: 
 put off 5 vices  3.5: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires, and greed/idolatry 
[sins which defile personally]—  then 5 more 3.8: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy 
language [sins which disrupt socially]) and   
put on 5 virtues 
3.12: compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.    
 
In Christ, the paleo anthropos with its practices was taken off. The neo anthropos was 
put on, and is now being renewed in the image of its Creator. The image of God is in 
every person of every nation throughout all time. God calls us to creation standards. 
Thus, this process of restoration transcends all barriers, all cultures, all times. Here, 
there is no Greek or Jew, slave or free, barbarian or Scythian. Here is how life was 
designed to be lived, by all peoples, by all humanity—genuinely being restored to our 
pristine freshness. Here is where Christ is all, and in all (3.9-11). Jesus—where Deity 

The Church As Missionary            TheUpstreamCollective.org



fully dwells, the Visibility of the invisible God—is re-sculpturing us into the image of our 
Creator.  
 
 
WORD / SPIRIT 
Socially, there is a positive response or a negative reaction to the life changes of the 
new believer (see I Peter 4.1-5): some are attracted, some are repelled. Either way, the 
personal life transformation (from the putting off/putting on) impacts the convert's circle 
of influence (the oikos/ʼhouseholdʼ composed of family, neighbors, coworkers, and 
friends). 
 
The trigger terms that alert you to this column of experiences is Word and Spirit: the 
indwelling Word and the filling Spirit (Colossians 3.15-16 & Ephesians 5.15-18).The 
core decision here is "let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly" (Col 3.16) and "be filled 
with the Spirit" (Eph 5.18) 
 
What follows in the universal discipleship pattern is identical in order in both Colossians 
and Ephesians:  
  Attitudes:     T-S-T-S 4 definite mindsets:  
  T-eaching with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs the group teaches through the 
emotional port-of-entry in song, according to the local culture 
  S-inging with your heart to the Lord a radical inner attitude shift to a praising mindset 
  T-hanking God for all things, and whatever you do in word/deed, doing all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus a radical outer articulation, with every experience integrated into the 
new way 
  S-ubmitting to one another in reverence of Christ a culturally revolutionary pattern of 
mutual reciprocity 
  Actions: 5 dual sets:  
the same 5 pairs the exact same order  a basic obedience in the Lord for 
each which can be condensed or expanded according to the audience's 
needs with the minority person always first and the majority person always 
second 
  Wife: submit Husband: love 
  Child: obey  Father: train 
  Slave/Employee: work hard  Master/Employer: be fair, just 
  Insider: devoted to prayer Outsider: wise/seasoned speech 
  Christian: be in subjection  Authority: praise good, punish evil 
 

Note carefully: Colossians is compact. Ephesians is expanded. For example, the wife/
husband-set: Colossians 3.18-19 and Ephesians 5.22-33. The apostles, using the 
lifecode, the pattern, develop the truth themes according to their audiences' needs. The 
use of the pattern is flexible. It can be expanded or contracted according to the 
situation. Thus, they remind them of the truths they already know and are attached to in 
Christ. Also, the christian/authority-set is from Romans 13.1-10. 
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WARFARE 
Spiritually, the disciple will be tempted to think that people are the enemy. But that is not 
so. For such were some of us—fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, effeminate, 
homosexuals, thieves, covetous, drunkards, revilers, swindlers—but we were 
transformed by God. Surely others can be also (I Corinthians 6.9-11, 1 Timothy 1.12-17, 
and Titus 3.1-8). 
 
For our struggle is not against other people, but against the rulers, the powers, the 
world forces of this present darkness, the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly 
places (Ephesians 6.12). And in this ministry we never lose heart, for even if our good 
news is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, "in whose case the god of this age 
has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel 
of the radiance of Christ, who is the image of God." (II Corinthians 4.1-6) 
 
 We are to 
  Watch and Pray: as a wrestler (Eph 6.12) 
   for our struggle is against  
  the rulers 
  the authorities 
  the powers of this dark world  
  the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.    
  Stand and Resist: as a warrior (Eph 6.13) 
   and put on the whole armor of God 
  1. Belt of truth          4. Shield of faith          7. Prayer of the 4 alls 
  2. Breastplate of righteousness       5. Helmet of salvation 
  3. Shod feet with gospel of peace    6. Sword of Spirit         
In this way, it is the Lordʼs Spirit and Words that fight his battles through prayer (Isaiah 
59; 59.16-21). We clothe ourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about 
how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature, knowing that our salvation is nearer now 
than when we first believed (Romans 13.11-14). 
 
WITNESS 
 Thus, we boldly, frankly witness with great joy, even in tribulation, which we know is our 
destiny (I Thessalonians 1.2-10, 3.1-13, 1 Peter 2.11-12), telling of His excellencies 
Who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light, making us a global people (I 
Peter 2.9-10). 
 
So, then, while there will be those who sneer, there will also be those who desire to hear 
more, and even some who believe and join us (Acts 17:32-34). 
 
Those who believe and join us are those who have come to know Jesus as their Rock, 
and the universal disciple pattern is retained, remembered, and reproduced. 
 
In faith we put off the old and  put on the new. 
 We all put off the old self, the paleo anthropos, corrupted by various deceitful cravings 
and learned behavior patterns of the cultures, worldviews and social environments we 
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learned from the world. Now, we are learning from Christ, being renewed in the spirit of 
our minds. We are putting on the new self, the neo anthropos, being restored to a true 
knowledge according to the image of the One who created us all—a renewal in which 
there is no cultural, religious, ethnic, economic, or gender distinctions, but Christ is all, 
and in all. (Titus 2.11-3.8)  
 
 
In love we let the Word richly dwell in us and  the Spirit fill us. 
 Because we now love God, we live out His love for those in our oikos, our circle of 
influence of family, neighbors, coworkers, and friends. When they join us, we rejoice. 
But when they cause us to suffer, we never, never consider them our enemy. For such 
were some of us. Whenever we encounter pressures, suffer persecution, or are even 
assigned prison, we are never surprised at the painful trial of suffering, as though 
something strange were happening to us. We know, from the beginning, that to such we 
are destined.  

Instead, we rejoice in our sufferings, counting insult for the name of Christ as an honor. 
For us, shame would be to suffer for doing wrong. Suffering for doing right is never a 
shame, only an honor. To such we are called. Having renounced our past ways of living, 
we now love others as He loved us—persistently and patiently. After all, God changed 
and is changing us. Surely God can change them. (II Corinthians 4. I Peter 3.8-4.19) 
 
 
In hope we watch and pray for His return, encourage othersʼ renewal, and  resist 
evil ourselves.  
We do not fight others, but now we fight for others, for we have been rescued from the 
Dark Kingdom into the Kingdom of Light ourselves, and we know who the real Enemy 
is. So, we keep an alert watch, confident in the hope of His return to restore all things in 
the new heavens and the new earth, in which rightness dwells.  And we wrestle in 
prayer for all in authority, and for our friends and families—for their eyes to be opened. 
And we stand against and resist evil, as armored warriors. In this way, the Lord of all the 
earth fights for us and for others, to bring His peace to our hearts and to our homes, to 
our people and to all peoples. (I Timothy 6.3-21) 

For there is no other Name given among all humanity for our salvation. God now calls 
all persons to radically rethink how to live life on this planet. And He has established a 
standard for humane living: Jesus, the Man. And God has given proof that that Jesus is 
in fact the appointed One for all humanity, by raising Him from the dead. (Acts 17.29-31)  
 The risen Jesus is the Rock for us to build our lives on—us, and all peoples. 
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Meeting People Online
It used to be that only perverts and turbo-nerds met people online. So you can be 
excused for feeling a little apprehensive about finding friends on the internet. 

Nevertheless, the internet is proving to be a powerful tool for meeting people (making 
friends, finding mates) and for building/strengthening realspace relationships. 

Fact: people are making real, influential, and meaningful social connections online. 
Anonymity allows total openness and honesty.
The web serves as a filter, too. If Iʼm a fan of folk musician Derek Webb, I can assume 
the people who post on his websiteʼs message board are somewhat like me. I can 
discuss even unrelated things with these people at a more profound level than with 
unfiltered strangers.

Craigslist Lyon- http://lyon.en.craigslist.org/  

Kijiji-  http://www.kijiji.fr/ 

Conversation Exchange-  http://www.conversationexchange.com/s_map/language-
exchange.php?town=Lyon 

Tandem City- http://www.tandemcity.com/index.php?
option=com_content&task=view&id=62&Itemid=2 

Just Landed- http://classifieds.justlanded.com/en/France_Rhone-Alpes_Lyon/1 

Adomnia- http://www.adomnia.com/20_Lyon/ 

Tips for meeting people from home: 

 Ask lots of questions. Be a student. Remember what new friends tell you about their 
lives. You may want to write things down. This will help you remember what you talked 
about and help you pray specifically.

Tell stories about your life- your likes and dislikes, your familyʼs traditions. Show pictures 
or home movies. 

Donʼt give out too much personal information. No one needs to know your home 
address, social security number, bank info, etc. Remember- even if your friend is 
trustworthy, online communication is not secure. 

Use links to share interests and influences. For example- link to a favorite music video 
on youtube, a sermon podcast from your church, or even a passage of scripture. 
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Shoot some video during a church, family, or community function and send it to your 
friend. 

Invite people to talk “face to face” via free services like Skype or any IM service. 

Tips for meeting people before a trip:
 
Start well in advance of your trip. People may need to clear their schedules.

Be specific about what youʼre looking for. Specify gender, age, timeframe, and what 
activity youʼd like to do. 

Language is a good activity. Lots of people are looking for someone they can practice 
their English with. Be sure they know what your level of language is.

Ask people to show you around. If youʼre into art museums, concerts, or food, a local 
friend might be happy to be your guide. 

Throw a party. Themed dinner parties can be great ways to get to know people. You 
may want to invite people to celebrate a holiday they theyʼre not familiar with 
(Thanksgiving, Halloween) or to celebrate a familiar holiday in a new way (a Seder 
dinner for Easter) these are great ways to have something interesting to talk about while 
you spend time with people. An early invitation may mean more people can make it. 

Use links- show how much youʼve studied the host country by linking to interesting 
articles. Ask your friend to share his/her opinion about what youʼve learned. 

Offer to pray for or even with your new friend. It might seem strange, but it can be a 
powerful way to introduce a spiritual element into your relationship. 
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Partnering
Tips on how to find partners in ministry both here and in-country. Ideas for how to have 
effective partnerships and how to avoid unhealthy/unhelpful ones. 

Search online for whoʼs already working in the area or among the group. Contact these 
people, asking for advice, insight, ideas, and how you might partner together or support 
their ministries in prayer. 

There are levels of partnerships. At the highest level, you certainly want to partner with 
likeminded believers who have a spirit of cooperation and the same end goal in mind. 
To a lesser extent, you can partner with anyone who is able and willing to facilitate your 
work. A letter to your local Walmart might get you some donated supplies, a contact at 
Delta Airlines might get you a great deal on airfare. 
 Here are some ideas:
  Write to local businesses asking for financial support
  Your Mayor can bestow emissary status to pursue sister-city connections
  Sporting goods, art and school supplies, and books are often donated
  You may find a student/culture exchange program to go through
  Many universities will offer academic credit for trips overseas
 
Be visible in your venture. The best way to connect is to be sure interested parties can 
find you. If you blog and post photos and video of your trip, it will be easier for potential 
partners to know what theyʼd be getting themselves into. 

Be strategic. Not every partnership is a good one! Paul and Barnabas parted ways over 
a partnership issue. Just be sure to preserve unity and fellowship. 

Establish a “shelf-life” or “expiration date” for every ministry, campaign, partnership, and 
initiative. This will provide you the opportunity to change and innovate, and it will allow 
partners a graceful way to move on after their commitment is fulfilled. 

Actively recruit partners. If you need a videographer, find one online and solicit his help. 
Other great partnerships may include:
 Teachers
 Sports enthusiasts
 Translators
 Artists
 Students

Pursue partnerships in-country as well. These can begin even before you arrive. Search 
for other “Great Commission Christians” with a presence in the area. Groups like 
Campus Crusade, GBU, Navigators, Alpha Course, etc. have long histories in many 
parts of the world. Look for bars/cafes that will welcome you hanging out in them. Look 
for tour guides, priests, hostel, gallery, shop, and restaurant owners.
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Be sure partnerships are two-way relationships. You must be willing to learn from others 
follow their lead, and take their advice/input. If believers react negatively to a certain 
strategy, donʼt assume you know better. 

Be sure to outline the parameters of the partnership. False expectations and broken 
promises will kill a partnership and threaten your reputation. If youʼre not comfortable 
with what a partner is doing/wants to do, say so. If you must, distance yourself from the 
partner. 

Share. Be sure to share what you learn with everyone involved. Contacts, lessons, tips, 
etc. This is much, much easier if you keep a Kingdom perspective. 
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Supporting Expatriate Professionals
Identifying the needs of believers who live overseas and work real jobs but see 
themselves as ministers/missionaries. We try to cover everything from helping them 
keep in touch with family to helping them think through their strategies. 

There are many believers living abroad with no ties to a missions sending agency. 
These believers are on the front lines of missional engagement of the world, but without 
connection to a supportive church, theyʼre also living in spiritual danger.  

The church who “adopts” an overseas professional has a unique role- nearly the inverse 
of the typical church/missionary relationship. Instead of being relegated to financial/
personnel support and leaving the rest to the trained “professional,” these churches are 
faced with the challenge of providing spiritual guidance and support to people that have 
not been part of their body. 

Some ideas:
 Donʼt assume. You may need to provide care regarding everything from salvation 
and basic tenets of the faith to missiology and strategic thinking. These people were not 
screened or selected by a church or sending agency. There may be a reason for that.

Establish priorities. If a someone is living overseas and working full-time, he may not be 
able to spend a whole lot of time in “ministry.” He may not be willing to risk relational 
capital, he may have a different philosophy of ministry. 

Give ideas, but try to follow their lead. In the end, itʼs the professional who needs to live 
in the community. If his reputation is hurt, he has to live with that well after your group 
returns home. 

Encourage, donʼt pressure. They may not do well with the local language. They may not 
know many people. They might not know local customs, history, or geography. Try not to 
embarrass them!

Treat them like experts!

Finances may be an issue. Many countries have higher costs of living. Just because the 
professional has a (great) job, doesnʼt mean heʼs well-off.

Provide emotional/social support. Pay attention to:
 Visits from family members
 trips home (and all that goes into that- money, transportation, housing, etc) 
 marital guidance/counseling/support
 Childcare, family support
 Devotion materials (in English!)
 Newspapers, magazines from home
 A DVD of a TV series or sporting event
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 Care packages (comfort foods, hard-to-get items)
 Messenger service (bring over electronics, mail, luggage, etc.)

Many expats have not participated in corporate worship in a long time.

They may be intimidated by you. Your group, your church, or your care. It can be hard to 
be on the receiving end of ministry. 

Again- no promises. You may mention in passing that youʼre going to bring Dr.Pepper, 
and they pin all their hopes and dreams on that promise. Be careful!

Beware unhealthy dependance! 

Try to help them make connections.

Teach your vision for ministry. Help them see themselves as legitimate missionaries, 
ambassadors of the kingdom, representatives of your church. 

Talk/pray/think about them a lot. Be sure everyone in your church knows who they are, 
what they look like, and what theyʼre relationship to your church is. 

They may not voice their needs/wants. Be creative. Call their siblings, friends, and 
family to find out birthdays and favorites. 
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Planning an overseas mission/vision trip
From recruiting a team, building support, making the arrangements, and evaluating the 
experience. Money, insurance, communication, contingency plans, etc. are also 
covered.

Passports
Field of service
Prayer support, church involvement
Insurance coverage
Release forms, Medical info
Group Confirmation
Training, preparation
Covenant, ground rules
Contact with hosts (if applicable)
Calculate total cost
Fund Raising
Tickets
Accommodations
Transportation in-country
Schedule
Meet friends online
Packing
Travel
Money Management (collect and divide, or every man for himself)
Orientation
Debriefing
Preparation for reentry
Return/reentry
Report back
Evaluation, changes, ideas for future
Plan ongoing involvement
Continued ministry

Host national friends
Build a network of partners
Develop long-term presence
Leave well
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Mapping
Getting the lay of the land physically, spiritually, and socially

Mental Map Exercise: Pass out a sheet of unlined paper to each participant. 
Ask them to quickly sketch a map as if for someone who is not familiar with 
the community. Include the significant features in the area, and label them. 
Allow five minutes to complete this exercise.

Discussion: 
- What was the starting point for each participant?
- What was the central point of your map?
- What are the similar map features? 
- What were the reasons for including these features on the map? 
- What were their map boundaries?
- How did the scale of their maps differ?
- Did everyone have north pointing to the top of the page?

As of the year 2000, more than 50% of the worldʼs population lives in urban 
areas. This means a radical change in they way people communicate and 
relate to one another, how and what they consume, the way people live. 

We study the makeup of our cities in order to better understand the people 
who live there. By looking at the components of urban life, we can find people 
groups, population segments, and major cultural influencers. 

Missions used to be done by getting on a boat, going to Africa, and getting off 
the boat when the Holy Spirit led you to. The first tribe you happened across 
that didnʼt try to eat you was your target people group. But then governments 
grew more controlling, and it became easier to send missionaries to specific 
countries. “The Baptist Mission in Spain” is one example. 

And then the idea of people groups finally made it into our circles. We realized 
that political boundaries arenʼt the best way of identifying people. We started 
to realize that there were Basque people on both sides of the Spanish/French 
border, and that Chinese people were everywhere.

 Just as “people group thinking” radically changed the way we do missions, so 
to will study of the urban areas. It can show us how a city has lots of layers, 
and that throughout its life cycle, an urban area can change dramatically. 

Lynch, Kevin. The Image of the City, 1960
Lynch's book is about the elements that make up a city dweller's environment 
understandable and navigable. He identified the cityʼs form as key to the city 
dwellerʼs understanding of the city. His ideas originally reflected his 
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observations of city live, but have become the guidebook for urban planners 
and city strategists. According to Lynch, Cities are made up of Paths, Districts, 
Edges, Nodes and Landmarks. 

Paths: 
Paths are the familiar routes people follow. Paths "are the channels along 
which the observer customarily, occasionally, or potentially moves. They may 
be streets, walkways, transit lines, canals, railroad, etc.”  These are the major 
and minor routes of circulation that people use to move about. A city has a 
network of major routes and a neighborhood network of minor routes. 
Paths are how we get from point A to point B, but they are something more. 
Sometimes people share common paths, and some sort of social connection 
is formed. 
Lynch found that actual distances traveled often are misunderstood, they 
relate to the quality of the journey as much as the physical reality. Thus, a 
really long and boring metro ride might actually be shorter than a bus route or 
walk through the park, but it seems longer because there is less to see and 
do. 

The way a person travels down a path has a lot to say about his position 
relative to the rest of the city. What type of person takes the bus in your city? 
A taxi? The metro? Who drives their own car? Compartmentalized forms of 
transit through paths have greatly affected the make-up of the city. People 
might drive their car to work, and not identify at all with any of the areas they 
drive through. The subway passes under many neighborhoods that the 
passengers never know. 

As we enter into a cityʼs conversation, we need to be intentional about 
traveling the same paths as our population segment. Some people cut 
through dark alleys. Others stick to the highways. Paths shape our view of the 
city, and sharing a path with people lets us know them better; we can see 
what they see, and understand why they donʼt see what they donʼt see. Not all 
metro lines are the same. Uptown, the metro platform is clean. Businessmen 
and tourists ride on the newest, air-conditioned trains with soothing music 
piped in. The ride home to the red light district is a graffiti- covered, hot and 
smelly nightmare that is almost always delayed. For some citizens, the trip to 
and from work is more of an ordeal than a commute. 

Districts
Districts are areas with perceived internal sameness. Districts "are medium-to-
large sections of the city, conceived of as having two-dimensional extent, 
which the observer mentally enters ʻinside of,ʼ and which are recognizable as 
having some common identifying character" A city is composed of component 
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neighborhoods or districts; (its center, midtown, its in-town residential areas, 
organized industrial areas, train yards, suburbs, college campuses etc.) 

Districts are areas of common feel, a place where one can rely on some 
notion of consistency, be it a Jewish community or a mountainous landscape. 
They provide a sense of identity and personality to the different areas of the 
city, marking each as an identifiable unified space. 

Districts may get their personality from the spatial characteristics, (such as 
building type or feature), the socio-economic make-up of its residents, or 
common businesses (textile district, shipyards, shopping/entertainment). The 
financial district of San Francisco, for example, is the downtown area where 
few people live, but most of the white-collar jobs are located.  
  
"The district may be structured within itself as well, subdistricts internally 
differentiated while conforming to the whole, nodes which radiate structure 
by ... patterns of internal paths. A structured region is more likely to be a more 
vivid image, telling its inhabitants not only you are somewhere in X, but you 
are in X near Y."   

So when we look at a cityʼs districts, we can know something about the people 
who live and work in them. If you live in Beverly Hills, youʼre probably rich and 
famous. If you work there, youʼre probably from working-class, maybe an 
immigrant or less educated laborer (doorman, pool cleaner, yard work, baby 
sitter, waiter/waitress). People settle into a city with others who are like them. 
Chinatown, Little Italy (or North Beach), Russian Hill, Dublin, and the Mission 
District of San Francisco were all settled by nationality. Silicon Valley is home 
to the worldʼs leading tech corporations, and is therefore home to nerds and 
geeks of all sorts. Other districts, like the harbor in Oakland, are places for 
work only, so even though theyʼre bustling by day, they tend to be ghost towns 
at night. 

Edges
Edges are dividing lines between districts. They "are the linear elements not 
used or considered as paths by the observer. They are boundaries between 
two phases, linear breaks in continuity: shores, railroad cuts, edges of 
development, walls ...” The termination of a district is its edge. Some districts 
have no edges at all but gradually taper off and blend into another district. 
When two districts are joined at one edge they form a seam.

Edges provide a useful orientation for making a move from one district to 
another; they can be hard or soft. Hard edges make a sharp clear boundary 
between two spaces, making it eminently clear where the spaces change but 
can be shocking as well as reassuring. Soft edges can make the transition 
gentler, but may also lead to indistinctness, and an indistinct edge can also be 
both supportive and unsettling. 
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How the edge is designed affects the emotion/attitudes of the citizens. In the 
U.S., we talk about someone being “from the other side of the tracks.” This a 
reference to someone who is out of place because they crossed the hard 
edge between two districts. When the edge separates two districts that are 
very different from one another, the business district from the slums, for 
example, it tends to be a hard edge. Hard edges act as fortification against 
influence of the neighboring districts, and might be something like a park, 
shopping mall, or even a wall. Softer edges would be major streets, highways, 
or housing editions. Some edges, such as between the old rich and the new 
rich, or dividing the Hispanic and Pilipino ghettos are totally cultural, and 
therefore imperceptible to the outsider. 
  
Understanding edges is vital to our urban strategies; we cannot assume that 
physical proximity means social similarity. Maybe you canʼt tell the difference 
between Indians and Pakistanis, but they sure can, and the two donʼt mix.

Nodes
Nodes are those places where multiple paths intersect. Nodes "are points, the 
strategic spots in a city into which an observer can enter, and which are 
intensive foci to and from which he is traveling. They may be primary 
junctions, places of a break in transportation, a crossing or convergence of 
paths, moments of shift from one structure to another. Or the nodes may be 
simply concentrations, which gain their importance from being the 
condensation of some use or physical character, as a street-corner hangout or 
an enclosed square ... "A node is a center of activity. A node is a distinct hub 
of activity.
  
Nodes are where paths converge, they may be thought of as places, and 
often they are locations of activity, of decision, of dynamics. Nodes might be 
market places, plazas, bus stations, metro stops, or street intersections. This 
is where taxi drivers wait for fares, people pass out flyers and leaflets, and 
pickpockets pick pockets. A node is the best place for a Starbucks, a 
newsstand, or a protest. Times Square, Piccadilly Circus, and Puerta del Sol 
are well-known nodes.

Landmarks
Landmarks are points of reference. They are“ another type of point-reference, 
but in this case the observer does not enter within them, they are external. 
They are usually a rather simply defined physical object: building, sign, store, 
or mountain.” The prominent visual features of the city are its landmarks. 
Some landmarks are very large and seen at great distances, such as Big Ben, 
La Sacre Cor, or the Washington Monument. Statues, distinctive buildings, 
parks, and mountains are all possible landmarks. Landmarks are an important 
element of urban form because they help people to orient themselves in the 
city and help identify an area. A Landmark is highly memorable. It generates 
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emotion and creates a sense of location and consistency. Landmarks are 
symbolic for their urban surroundings. They serve as monuments of the past, 
present and future of a city.

Reading a Map: Identifying Paths, Districts, Edges, Nodes and 
Landmarks
Participants apply the elemental concepts in reading and interpreting various 
city maps. 
 
- Major transportation routes, borders of political and cultural regions -- Do 
they follow the natural paths or edges of physical features such as mountain 
ranges, rivers, coast lines? 
- Major (or capital) cities function as nodes -- Do they appear at junctions of 
major transportation paths? 

Practical Implications

Know whoʼs there. Rich people live in the rich neighborhoods, middle-class 
people work in the rich neighborhoods. Rich people work downtown, poor 
people live downtown. 

Join your segment. In order to identify with and relate to your people group/
population segment, 

Regentrification  
Suburban folks are moving back into the city. In fact, waves of young couples 
are buying homes in the older neighborhoods of the city, anticipating that the 
depressed area will rebound, quality of life will improve, and property values 
will follow. This phenomenon, known as “regentrification” brings advantages 
and disadvantages. Some neighbors graciously welcome the newcomers, 
delighted to see old homes purchased and restored. Property values will 
significantly appreciate as the trend grows, and the people who donʼt tend to 
take care of the neighborhood will often cash out as soon as they can. The 
downside is that higher property values drive up property taxes, which can be 
a strain, especially for renters, who end up paying without any real return. 

Sustainable Growth/Urban Housing Solutions
 HYPERLINK "http://www.loftcube.net" http://www.loftcube.net 
 HYPERLINK "http://www.securedbydesign.com" http://
www.securedbydesign.com
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Is My City the Same as Your City?
Activity: Given a five-minute time frame, have students draw a mental map of 
their daily route. (home to school, shopping, meetings, etc.) 

Take the total area covered, smash it together, and set it against a backdrop 
of the city. That is how individuals in your city experience and know the city.

Now, consider the global implications of the internet, how we connect with 
other people.

Learning the City:

The Flow of traffic (cars, public transportation, pedestrians)
The Flow of Information (cell phones, billboards, newspapers, conversations)
The Neighborhood Profile (see below)
Prayerwalking
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Neighborhood Profile   
Date Completed: 

Neighborhood Name: 
Known Locally as: 
Location in the City: 
Major Streets/Paths: 
Metro Stops: 
Surrounding Edges: 
Landmarks: 
Size (Km2): 
Population: 
Brief History: 

• Wars/Battles/Fights:
• Enemies/Allies: 
• History of Evangelical work here:
• Notable Personalities: 

Current “feel”: 
Ethnicities represented: 
Changes from day to night: 
Notable trends: 
Immediate future: 
Community reputation in Barcelona: 
Recent community news: 
Community problems: 
Community strengths: 
Security measures: 
Shops: 
Restaurants: 
 Cost of coffee:
 Menu del Día: 
Grocery stores/Markets: 
Workshops/Services: 
Cinema/Museums: 
Public spaces: 
Places of worship: Catholic Churches, Evangelical Churches, Mormon/Jehovahʼs 
Witness, Mosques, Jewish Temples, other. 

Other GCCs working here:
 Contact info: 

How outsiders are spotted: 
How outsiders are treated: 
How outsiders react: 
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The neighborhood around the clock:

Where do these people live? 
 Richer: 
 The poor: 
 Families: 
 Young people/Students: 
 Elderly: 
What do people with dogs do?  
What do people with children do? 
Current social/political campaigns:  
Describe a typical neighborhood home: 
 Inside:
 Outside: 

Sounds: 
Smells: 
Cleanliness: 
Other sights: 

Snapshot of a Neighbor:
 Age: 
 Lives with: 
 Average housing: 
 Time lived here: 
 Profession: 
  Where they work: 
  Income: 
  Transportation: 
 Education: 

 Estimated daily schedule: 
 Habits: 
 Where they shop:
 Where they eat: 
 Where they go out: 
 Possible sin strongholds: 
 Worldview: 
 Politics: 
 Relationships:  family, romantic, friends, casual, etc. 
 
 Major concerns: 
 Who they identify with: 
 Who they see as enemies: 

The Church As Missionary            TheUpstreamCollective.org



 Life goals: 
 Identified Influencers: newspaper, television news, books read, films, music, etc.

 Spirituality: 
  View of Catholicism/Christianity: 
  View of Islam: 
  View of New Age Mysticism: 

 Free time hours: 
  Free time activities: 
  Free time goals: 
  Spend free time:
 Communication:
 Travel: 
 Attitude toward outsiders: 
 Greatest need:
 Where God is working among them:

Other:
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